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lo In June 19ii0 ? the North Korean government set up a national office |a&pssd 
the Tan Nok (Tantalum) ( ■$'$&. ) I&ne,# under the Ministry of Industry? 3 

The office engaged, in exploitation of tantalum in the second district, Haksa- 
ri (127-26, 38*15), Kumtea-myon (127-23, 33-18), Kumlwa County, Kangworw 'lie 
mining methods used v/ers to dynamite quarts from the mountains and then crush 
the quartz rock, in order to extract the particles of tantalum from the broken 
surfaces » According to a technician engaged in the work, the tantalum was 
very fine, and 50G workers could extract only two or three matchboxes full** 
in a l5~day period* 

2* The entire output of the mine was carried by the manager of the mining 
office in person to the office of the Ministry of Industry in Pyongyang* 

The tantalum was reported to be valued at several hundred thousand North 
Korean won per kilogram* The miners believed that their entire production 
was exported to the USSR 

3* In May 1950, in response to a directive from the Ministry of Industry, the 
mine suddenly suspended its operations on tantalum* It continued to be 
called the Tantalum Mine, but the office explained to the mine workers that 
it would now exploit beryllium, which was important for the manufacture 
of atomic bombs* Mining operations were initiated in the mountainous areas 
of Kaemja-ri if ), V/onnam-nyon (127-38, 38-18), Kumhvxa County $ Tannic- 
ni ( jL ]L ), Sangsonayon (127-38* 38-12), Hwachon County $ and Chaduag-ni 
{ 12 7-o? Ju-03), SoHayon (127-25, 33-09), Kuntea County 0 Trie quantities of 
beryllium at these sites and in other portions of Kangwon Province is con- 
sidered inexhaustible * 

It* At each of these sites, about three times as many workers were employed as 
had been engage! in tantalum exploitation * Local North Korean labor Party 
cells drafted the poorer farmers forcibly to work in the mines* At TamokHii 
there were about 15,000 workers daily, over a thousand at Ghadung-iii, and 
over 5,000 at Kaemja-ri * Approximately fifty administrative personnel were 
attached to each mine* 

5<> The method of extracting beryllium was similar to that used for tantalums 
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the mountain sides were dynamited and the chunks of rock thus dislodged wore 
collected o In this case, however, no breaking up of chunks undertaken* 
hut the rocks as they appeared after dynamiting wore collected and placed in 
straw bagSo All production was shipped to Pyongyang daily, and workers v/er© 
therefore unable to form an estimate of the amount of material actually handled*, 
Tlie beryllium was valued at 900 North Korean won per Ideogram o^hb** 

6* In order to raise production, . trorkors at the mines ..were paid a fixed vrago plus 
bonus for overtime and for large output <> The average wage vm.s 1500 North Korean 
won**** per month, and in addition workers were given adequate quantities of 
rice and other necessities for living* 

7« Operation of the baxyllium mines continued uninterrupted even by UN air raids « 
.Yorkers were forcibly mobilised for the mines after the air raids corameneed, 
and production stopped only when the UIJ forces were about to capture the area* 

Q<? ibnloitation of monazit© deposits was carried on in South Pyongan Province in 
laeciong County (approxinately 39-11) and on the Sunan Elver (125-tl, 

39-12) , xn Itvanghae province in t Inchon County {approximately 125-22, 33-25), 

Anak County { approximately 1P5-26* 33-35), Chanson County (approximately 
12p-17, 33-07), Nanggnmpo (12h-47, 33-11), songhwa County (approximately 
125-12, 33-13), and UILyul County (approximately 125-16, 33-29)$ and in Horlh 
Ryongan Province in Cholsan County (approximately 12h-h0, 3 Uiju (121-32 * 
UO-12), Tasadc (12 h-$6, 39-51), Mansi (125-12*, 39-53), Xancsi (124-20, 39-59), 
.Kaacnjre (126-36, 2*0-50), yongbyon County ( approximately 125-56, Uo-03), 2t/ohyans~ 
san (126-13, 39-56), laochon. County ( approximately 125-25, 39-49), arid Unsari 
County (apprexinately 125-52, 1*0-06) » Tho most productive region was Cholsan 
County, but supplies of aonaeite sand arc said to be inexhaustible on almost 
all. rivers in North Korea. 

9o The method of exploitation was for all farmers and laborers, male and female, 
in a givm area to bo mobilized at a selected sit^c on a river and work the 
nand in the area, Hire© methods of handling more used: sifting the dry sand 
through rough si eves j pouring wet sand through cloth so that the water drained, 
out and tho sand remained; and using motors for water cleaning* The most 

commonly employed method was the first o In addition to the mobilized labor, 
personnel fro n North Korean labor Party groups and soci.il and political organi- 
zations gathered in various localities and worked over monacitc sarKio***** 

For example, a designated number of the people ox Gunan would assemble daily 
and work until they had accumulated a set quantity of raonazi. ta, These labor 
parties and the regular exploitation continued from early 2$h$ until the end 
of August -1950, when the work was stopped because of UN air' raids <> 

10 o T ho general headquarters for monazite exploitation was the Lining Control 
Itoreau of the Ministry of Industry* in Sunlgro-ri, Pycritya ng„ It was formed 
in 19h9 a direct responsibility of KIN Ch*aek, then Minister of Industry* 

The number of laborers and the amount of production under this bureau are un- 
known because of the general participation in monazite work* All monastic 
products were packed, in straw or hemp bags, of Uo kilograms each* and ex- 
ported to the USSR, some by plane (from ib/ongyang), some by ship’ from ionsan 
and Ghangjin* It v;ae estimated that approximately 9,600,000 la-mrr.^- of 
nonasite were shipped to the USSR during I9U9 and 1950 « An agremoni was 
believed to have been made with the USSR at the end of I9a3 that the North 
Koreans v/oulo. roeexve tonics (at what rate of compensation was urLcnovjn) in 
return for the nonazito* ILH! Gh*aek, who was one of tho North Korean oartv 
which concluded the agreement in Noscow, returned to lyongyang in early I9L9, 
and 4OO Soviet tanks arrived from the USSR at the end of February* Those* v;ero 
formed into the 105 Tank Troop at Sansanrl, Pyongyang* 
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Bconiao/it : The rate <j|| p^ahiige Tor Sorlli Korean 7/on before tho 
v/ar traas approximately " 600 to one U*S* dollar* 
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}o y e h t f s Tills intensive noriazite production 4 .ro£ran involved 
irSle^roups and v/as strongly ur^ed by the Korth Korean cavern- 
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